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Gender 
 
The Women and Fisheries Network from Fiji held a workshop on “Women in Fisheries 
Development with Special Reference to South Pacific Islands”. One of their objectives 
was to develop small scale aquaculture and subsistence harvesting of marine resources 
for local needs, as apposed to the development efforts based on foreign capital and great 
industrialization projects. 
 
In essence, what really happened at the Forum was that several networks of women in 
fisheries were formed without ant prior contacts whatsoever. It was local and regional 
activities. All were characterized by the breaking of traditional borders. 
 
No network group divided women interested in fisheries into subgroups. It was not the 
trade union interests of women in fish processing, or the market prospects for fish 
processing, or the market prospects for fish selling women, or the intellectual games of 
academics, that made up the groups of women. 
 
Rather, women concerned about sustainable fisheries and their livelihoods found 
themselves in the same network, whether they are primary producers, wives of fishermen 
or academics from women’s or fisheries research groups. Perhaps this is the women’s 
way of organizing. 
 
The environmental contexts, and the importance of fish production for local consumption 
and needs, were common concerns. the attention of the women seemed to be       
concentrated here. This may well be one conclusion that could be drawn in the 
international gathering. I believe it was the huge size of Forum and the overwhelming 
amount of activities that effectively frustrated any one group from taking the initiative to 
establish a get- together, on the spot, of all women-in-fisheries organizations. 
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The Economic Role of Women in Semi-subsistence Communities 
 
In many countries of the region women play in a important economic role in semi-
subsistence communities. The complex demands on women’s labour  and time imposed 
by changing physical, economic and social environments and circumstances have greatly 
diversified their economic role although they do not appear to have changed the gender 
based household division of  labour. Pacific women today combine old and new 
economic role of traditional social and cultural roles played within the family and 
household, region and popular assumptions often deny the extent or importance of their 
economic contribution 
 
Economic Benefit 
 
Women in Fisheries had been organizing Sea-Weed training for women to create 
awareness on how Sea plants can be used as alternative healthy food source, its medicinal 
values, agricultural benefits and its potential in generating income. Many women have 
taken this training and developing and marketing their own sea plant products, which has 
generated a lot of interests from the public. Such products include healthy skin and hair 
care products, tonics and slimming tea, spices and relishes, pies and candies and sea weed 
cards.  However NGO’s like PCD Fiji  and SPACHEE had also carried out  training for 
women fishers in the rural areas, this trainings were to assist rural fisher-women in 
having other potentials with their economic benefits from their marine resources. 
 
Fisheries Resources Management 
 
For most of us Pacific countries, the living resources of the sea are their greatest natural 
resource. These resources represent an invaluable form of wealth to island communities 
since they provide an easily-obtainable natural resources of protein food. The renew 
ability of these resources cannot, however, be taken for granted especially as customary 
conservation practices which insured against over-exploitation of fisheries resources is 
rampant. In almost every country, coastal communities they are not catching the fish they 
once used to. In some, commercial over-exploitation of some species in specific locations 
is threatening stock. 
 
As regular food providers within semi-subsistence communities, women are well-placed 
to perform a central role as fisheries resources managers. Such as a role could only be 
played, however, if firstly, there is a official acknowledgement of the extent and value of 
matched by an appropriate allocation of development resources (including training) to 
promoting and supporting women’s subsistence fisheries activities. To be effective, ant 
resources management project must involve women since they are often the more regular 
harvesters of inshore fishery resources for subsistence and for cash income. 
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